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clerk or even a subordinate officer.' I noed hardly say that such prospects lie
practically at the feet of numerous level-headed and persevering young men in the
rural and urban areas of India. I may add that this young man that I have referred
to was, by no means, an exceptionally gifted person, nor appreciably above the
average undergraduate of any University.

The Eeserve Bank of India have been investigating the problem of the best
agency through which agricultural credit can be promoted. Undergraduates and
graduates from rural and urban areas, with their first-hand knowledge of the personnel
of each respective area needing credit, and working on approved lines, will supply
a great need of the country. With such material taking to the financing" of agricul-
tural credit, the increasing unpopularity, not to say hatred, of the money-lending
class amongst the masses of India, must diminish. "What a service it would, be to
the country at large ! And what a scope for a career, at once honourable and much
respected; to our graduates !

19.    Eegarding the   industrial career,   what I have   said before   would hold good,
perhaps with more force.   In fact,   industries   on a big scale   can only be   conducted
by men who have  the broad   outlook   and good   culture   commonly   associated with
University training.   "With the rapid   advance of science   and the   enormous progress
in industrial research and   technical efficiency   in other   countries,   Indian industries
will have to be manned by the   best graduates of our  Universities, both for the sake
of technical knowledge and   for the  purposes of   administrative   efficiency, if our in-
dustries are to survive in a highly competitive world.

20.    Regarding agriculture,   until the   Sugar Industry   got  a fillip   during the last
decade, graduates in agriculture   from Indian Universities   deplored the fact that they
should ever have taken   a     degree   in   agriculture,   and   had   to   adapt   themselves
to other activities.   With the advent   of a large   number of   sugar  companies during
the last decade, graduates in agriculture were more in   demand and I understand that
an average B. Ag. has not, during   the last five   years, found any special difficulty in
getting a decent start.   Of course, until   the sugar   companies   came on the scene, B.
Ag's could not   be afforded by the  average   cultivator,   and they had   only   to   look
to those zamindars who   combined a   wide   outlook   with  resource.   Such   instances
happened to be few, with the result   that B.  Ag's   could only   get employment on a
nominal pay,   with the   consequence that   the   best   students  did not   care  to go to
agricultural colleges.   However,  now, I understand, the outlook   has   changed for the
better for graduates in agriculture.

21.    So much for   the prospects   as they appear to me to be, but I must add that
in regard to those, it is equally necessary for the Government of India as well as  the
Local Governments, to help to secure a change in the   mentality   of the graduate.   It
is well-known that English education was introduced   in this country about a  century"
ago in order to   make available to the  British   Government   an   adequate   supply of
clerks.   A memory of this   origin of   the educational   system in  this country is kept
by the Writer's Building at Calcutta.   (Yisitors to Calcutta get   considerably confused
when they have to find out   the building in which   the   Secretariate   of the Govern-
ment of Bengal is located.   Whereas similar places in other capitals are know as the
Secretariate, in Calcutta Writer's Building serves the purpose, with obvious significance.)
jit is because of this origin of the system of education   in India that  the  youn^man.
jrom the University has got accustomed   to the  idea that his natural sphere of work

s a Government Department or similar clerical work elsewhere. A few of the more enter-
prising persons gradually took to the legal and medical professions, till both of them
became overcrowded. In present circumstances, it is high time that the clerical
mentality of the average graduate should be changed into the commercial-cum-
industrial mentality. Those who are anxiously considering the problem of unem-
ployment of the educated at the present moment, including the Government, should
devise ways and means by which this desirable change in the mentality of the
young man from the University can be effected and he may be encouraged to take
to a commercial career, In this connection, the part that Government can play is
of great importance, inasmuch as it is possible for the^ Government to do a great
deal, by helping in the promotion of industries which will open up further avenues1
of employment for the educated.                                                                          ^, ;

22.    Is it any wonder, then, that   in the eye   of the business community ia
such clerk-producing education fell into dispute, and   they never   regarded '
cation as an essential equipment for their sons or for their new recruits ? ~- *
have turned out, the Government of that day can be said to have rendered inrc

a great disservice   to India by   setting such   a goal to   the University1 meii

